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The Chinese Government finds it difficult to tolerate such an action,
and therefore we solemnly lodge a protest with you to the effect that
any treaty secretly concluded between the Soviet Government and
Mongolia will not be recognised by the Chinese Government.11

Thus the Mongol issue became the most important point in dis-
pute between the Soviet and Chinese Governments. In all nego-
tiations conducted by China with the Soviet envoys, "the Russian
offers [the official Soviet report read] were turned down by the
Chinese Government, which demanded the prior evacuation of

......"~'                 *                Jancholically repeated: "Our

1 by China as an attempt to
>P-99>-

While denying the assertion of Wellington Koo that Russia ruled in
Mongolia, Comrade JofTe stated that Mongolia was being ruled by
local Mongolian authorities, and that Russian forces temporarily re-
main on Mongolian soil solely in order to prevent making Mongolia
once again the staging area for White Guardist forces that are as-
sembled in the Russian Far East and on the territory of China.12

A well-known Chinese liberal, Professor Lyu sent an open letter
to Joffe in which he said:

During my stay in southern China I read with tremendous interest your
energetic protests against the continued occupation of the northern
part of Sakhalin Island [by Japan]. I must recognize the propriety of
your claims; At the same time I have the honor of reminding you that
Russia is committing an exactly similar act in keeping Urga under its
control to this day. The city is an absolutely Chinese one, and nonethe-
less you are occupying it . . . How can Russia hold under its control
a part of Chinese territory while it is protesting the Japanese occupation
of Sakhalin?1S

Even in southern China, where pro-Russian sympathies were
particularly strong, Soviet policy in Mongolia caused difficulties
and aroused protests. If Mongolia is to be independent, why is
Russia holding her grip so tight? Is Russia not going the same-road
as the old tsarist government? The Chinese were accusing Moscow
of imperialism; the Soviet leaders retorted by leveling the same
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